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Empowering All Students for SuccessFrom the Superintendent

C
anal Winchester is a great place to live and
raise a family and we believe our school
system plays an important role in our
community’s success. In Canal Winchester

Schools, a great education starts with high quality
teachers in the classroom, caring families, and a
community that is willing to support the work that
we do every day.

Each year, the Ohio Department of Education
releases a State Report Card for Ohio’s school
districts. This report is based, in large part, on a

series of single day assessments of students in grades 3 through 12. The
state assessments and reports are one important indicator of student
progress, but there is no single measure that can accurately capture and
report all that is done in Canal Winchester Schools.

The Quality Profile is our first attempt to capture a more complete
picture of what goes into a Canal Winchester Schools education.
Community involvement, extracurricular activities and an exposure to
music and the arts also play a part in providing a well-rounded
education for students. Our students give back to the community, and
we offer civic opportunities to help them become responsible, caring
and contributing citizens.

We hope you will take a moment to review our Quality Profile. 
We offer a lot to our students and will continue to evolve, innovate and
improve to meet the needs of each student. Thank you for being our
partner in education.

Sincerely,

Jim Sotlar
Jim Sotlar
Superintendent

Our Mission
Empowering All Students for Success

Our Vision
� Student learning: Create a culture of learning that empowers

learners to meet their personal potential.

� Safety: Establish a safe and secure environment that will
promote student learning and growth.

� Communication: Ensure consistent, two-way
communication with all stakeholders to build positive
relationships with the community.

� Finance: Generate, allocate, and utilize resources in a
transparent manner to ensure maximum educational
opportunities for all students.
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Student Activities
We offer a broad range of activities, which
provide students with a well-rounded education
and increased academic achievement.

� Participation in activities such as athletics, 
art, and extracurricular clubs totals over 1000
students in grades 7-12. That's quite an
accomplishment for a district of our size.

Giving Back to the Community
Our students and staff participate in a variety of leadership activities and
give back to the Canal Winchester community through community
service. This, in turn, helps them become responsible, caring, and
contributing citizens.

� Senior to Senior Program:
high school students partner
with senior citizens in our
community through activities
like the Senior to Senior
Prom and Spring Clean Up
where students help seniors
with cleaning up their yards
and small home
maintenance projects.

� Partnerships with Canal
Winchester Human Services:
Souper Bowl, Adopt a Family at Christmas, Middle School canned food
drive, Thanksgiving baskets, Football food drive, and school supply drives.

� Through the Football for Food drive, our district rallies to stock the shelves
of the Community Food Pantry run through the Canal Winchester Human
Services. Over 12,000 items were collected in 2016.

� High school students volunteer to participate in a homeless simulation to
raise awareness on this issue. They also participate in a clothing drive 
to support the homeless in Central Ohio.

Community Partnerships
Our students’ educational experiences are enhanced by partnerships
between the school district and community. 

Finance
Our community expects us to operate in a lean manner and to direct
funds to the classroom. Residents want to see a good value for their
investment in the schools. 

� Canal Winchester Schools received the
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence
in Financial Reporting by the
Government Finance Officers
Association, the highest form of
recognition in the area of governmental
accounting and financial reporting.

� Our excellent record keeping has earned
us the Auditor of State Award with
Distinction.

� Limited expenditure growth to just over
2% over the past 5 years.

� Our school district spends less than the
state average per-pupil with great results. 

Academics
Our job is to provide opportunities so that today’s students have 
the skills they need to be successful in careers, college and life. 
To accomplish this we use STEM, Strategies That Engage Minds, an
educational approach for all students in grades K-12 which moves
from a typical teacher-centered classroom to a more student-
centered, hands-on approach. STEM has several focus areas:

� Project Based Learning:
a dynamic classroom
approach where students
gain knowledge and skills
by actively exploring real-
world problems and
challenges and
developing solutions.

� The 4 C’s: critical
thinking, communication, collaboration, and creativity. These are the
skills our students need today to be successful in life.

� Career Pathways which include: Health Information, Medical, Business,
Pharmacy Technician, CISCO Networking Academy. These pathways
expose students to relevant coursework and training, such as, business
management and marketing, biomedical sciences, and advanced
medical terminology, and human body systems.

� Additionally through College Credit Plus, students can earn both high
school and college credit at the same time. Students can earn a
certificate after  completion of certain courses that give them as
advantage when applying for jobs after high school.

� Starting as early as middle school, our school district provides courses
and options for students to get a head start on careers or  college.

� Job Shadowing: During their junior
year in high school, students have
the option to job shadow to help
prepare them for life after school.
Students can work at various local
businesses for real world
experiences and to explore
possible future careers.

� Business and Local Government
Partnerships:

• City of Canal Winchester

• Through an Ohio Straight A
Grant, our Kindergarten – 5th
grade buildings have partnered
with TS Tech and Nationwide
Children’s Hospital.
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