
 

 PARENT GROUP LEADERS 

Tim & Kelly  614 833-6432 

McAlea  tmcalea@live.com 

  pampche&elly@hotmail.com 

Michelle Cox 614 208-2771 

  meechlz@insight.rr.com 

Lisa Taylor 614 915-7007 

  lmtaylor5@sbcglobal.net 

 

Tina Rawn 614 833-2181 

 

Jill & Shawn  740-420-6826  
Adams  jadams@canalwin.k12.oh.us 

 

Staci Howard 614 837-1105 

  stacihoward@wowway.com 

 

Tina Campbell 614 357-4163 

  tmcamp209@gmail.com 

 

Brian Niceswanger  niceswangerbj@yahoo.com 

 

Chasity Laufman  claufman@canalwin.k12.oh.us 

 

Julie Pastor 614 530-4100  

  Juls2263@ameritech.net  

 

Brigid & Ma2 614 306-9999 

Krueger  brigidkrueger@gmail.com 

  ma2krueger41@gmail.com 

Set by students, for students 

Similar but Different 
Goals: 

����  Students will not harm other 
students with words, including 
starting, listening or spreading rumors, 
at school, via texting or social media. 

����  Students will make a meaningful 
connection with another student who is 
different from him/herself. 

����  Students will support each other in 
making these choices, recognizing 
those who are kind and who 
demonstrate the above activities. 

CONTACT A FAMILY ADVOCATE: 
Canal Winchester Middle School 

Similar but DifferentSimilar but DifferentSimilar but DifferentSimilar but Different    

CHECK THE DISTRICT 
WEBSITE FOR FUTURE 

MEETING DATES 

Students at the middle school have 
launched an anti-bullying program called 
Similar but Different.  Students have set 
goals that focus on pro-social skills: 
cooperating, kindness, caring, sympathy, 
help and giving.  Students work in 
conjunction with school staff and parents to 
create a respectful and caring school 
environment. 

Do you have questions?   
Need another parent to speak with?   

Want to know how to help? 

Bring a friend and be a part 
of the solution! 

Resources: 
 

www.edcouncil.org 

www.stopbullying.gov 

www.kidshealth.org 

 

Don’t hesitate to contact any of the 

names listed above.  They are commi6ed 

to listening, suppor9ng and answering any 

of your ques9ons.                                  

We’re all in this together! 



Bullying is repeatedly targeting 
and harming an individual          
through physical or verbal          

injury to gain power. 

Strategies to Support Your Student 
LISTEN 
Listen to what your student 

is verbally saying, or not 

saying through body 

language.  Take a few 

minutes to tune in and 

listen to your child.  Take 

no6ce of any changes in 

your child’s behavior.  It can 

be hard for middle school 

kids to reach out. 

DIG A LITTLE DEEPER 
This comes straight from a CWMS 

student.  “We want parents to ‘dig 

a li2le deeper’ to find out why we 

had a bad day or why we don’t 

want to go to school”.  As parents 

we should stop and take a few 

moments in these busy lives we 

lead to let our kids have the chance 

to talk.  Take 5 minutes in the car to 

say “how are you?, how is school?, 

who do you eat lunch with?”  Open 

up the lines of communica6on, if 

you don’t , who will? 

MODEL BEHAVIOR 
The best defense to bullying is 

a good offense.  As parents we 

need to model pro-social skills: 

coopera6ng, kindness, caring, 

sympathy, help and giving.  

Addi6onally we need to make 

choices in emails, tex6ng and 

social media outlets such as 

Facebook that we would want 

our own children to make.   

Students with good pro-social 

skills are less likely to be 

bullies and less likely to be 

vic9ms of bullying. (Woods & 

Wolke,2004; Larke & Beran, 

2006) 

CONTACT THE SCHOOL  
When there is an incident that needs 

the a2en6on of school officials be 

prepared to calmly explain the 

situa6on and have factual 

informa6on to fill out a Bullying 

Report Form.  School officials must 

inves6gate and uncover all aspects of 

the incident.  Parents need to work 

with them by repor6ng problems 

immediately and wai6ng for the 

proper procedures to be followed.  

Expec6ng an immediate 

solu6on to a situa6on that 

has been going on for 

months, but just recently 

reported, is not realis6c.  

Working together we can 

keep our kids safe. 

�  Not all incidents of students being mean to another 

student are bullying.  Some6mes students make poor 

choices and decide to say or do something unkind.  These 

situa6ons are addressed and appropriately handled but 

may not be labeled as bullying. 

 

 �  The Family Educa6onal Rights and Privacy Act or FERPA, 

protects the privacy of student records including 

disciplinary ac6on.  This can be frustra6ng to families of 

students who may have been bullied or encountered an 

alterca6on with another student.  Many families want to 

know what disciplinary ac6on was taken against the other 

student, but the district must protect the rights of ALL 

students and cannot release that informa6on. 

HOW TEXTING FALLS SHORT 
Research shows that conversa6on involves more than just words. 

“Effec6ve communica6on requires all three of these components, 

and a text message eliminates two of them.”  The result is 

miscommunica6on and a total breakdown of conversa6on. (Kevin 

J. Roberts, educa6onal consultant, author) 

TEXTING LACKS EMPATHY 
“For quick communica6ons, such as ‘I’ll be home for dinner at six,’ text messaging is great,” says adolescent 

psychiatrist Sujatha Ramakrishna.  “For maintaining rela6onships with other human beings, it pre2y much 

s6nks.”  “There is no way of knowing how the person on the other end is reac6ng.”  “If your daughter tells her 

friend that her shoes are hideous, and her friend starts crying, your daughter ends up feeling sad too,” explains 

Dr. Ramakrishna.  “Human beings naturally pick up on the feeling of others through facial expressions and body 

language.  If someone else feels bad, we feel bad too.  Through experiences like these, kids learn how to 

behave in ways that don’t offend or upset others.”  But what happens when kids comment via text messages?  

“There’s no way of knowing how the person on the other end is reac6ng.” says Dr. Ramakrishna.  “There’s no 

incen6ve to stop hur6ng someone else’s feelings, and so the rude behavior con6nues.  It’s the reason cyber-

bullying is so common...and so damaging.”  (Dr. Ramakrishna, 2011 Teaching Kids Empathy) 

3 Components of Conversa9on 

• 7% actual content of message 

• 38% the tone of your voice 

• 55% body language 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


